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Dear Editor: 
It is amazing how many scientific articles are published 
daily in recognized scientific journals worldwide, a situation 
that clearly expresses the motivation for research and its 
importance in the medical task. In this respect, the 
research work of medical students increasingly takes more 
relevance [1]. 
 
Lately, some articles have shown a low participation of 
medical students in publications in medical journals, as is 
the case of Revista Médica de Chile, where only 2.3% of a 

total of 1014 articles published during the period 2006-
2010 included medical students as first authors [2]; a 
situation that is undoubtedly regrettable. 
 
The causes of low global participation in research are not 
yet clear, however, some studies show lights regarding the 
main limitations. It has been reported that lack of time to 
investigate, not having the opportunity to be part of an 
investigation [3] are common causes that contribute to not 
publish, as well as the lack of teaching support and lack of 
academic incentives [4]. 
 

Most curricula of medical career of Chilean universities 
include research methodology, biostatistics and research 
project curricular activities, however, many of the projects 
developed by students do not get published. 
 
In the paradigm of modern medicine, the role of medical 
schools is vital in designing curricula in line with current 
demands. The medical student rather than acquiring more 
knowledge should be its generator, since the research 
process favors the critical exercise of clinical practice and is 
an innate ability of human beings [5]. 
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